Description
General: St. Johnswort Family (Clusiaceae). St. Andrew's cross is a native, perennial shrub or subshrub. The common name refers to the petals, which make an oblique cross similar to the cross of Saint Andrew the Apostle, patron saint of Scotland, Russia, and Greece. The shrub has a single to several erect stems with several axillary branches at the top (3 to 15 dm tall). Older stems are reddish-brown, with sloughing or shredding bark. The linear leaf blades are variable, ranging in shape from narrow to elliptical (5 to 25 mm long, 1.5 to 6 mm wide). The solitary flowers are at the terminal ends of the branches, just above the last pair of leaves. The two large and two small sepals are arranged in unequal pairs. The four flower petals are pale yellow (8 to 10 mm long) with numerous stamens. The oval to elliptical seed capsules (4 to 9 mm long) enclose black, oblong seeds (1mm long). The plants may flower from spring through fall, or all year depending on the climate. Distribution: For current distribution, please consult the Plant Profile page for this species on the PLANTS Web site.
Habitat: St. Andrew's cross occurs in a wide variety of habitats. It may be found in dry woods, pine flatwoods, pine barrens, moist to wet thickets, hammocks, flood plains, wet woodlands, depressions, and bogs.
Establishment
These plants are easy to cultivate and may be propagated by seed and greenwood cuttings. The plants are useful in ornamental borders and rock gardens.
Cultivars, Improved and Selected Materials (and area of origin) These plant materials are somewhat available from commercial sources. Contact your local Natural Resources Conservation Service (formerly Soil
